
 MINUTES OF THE CLEAN ENERGY COMMISSION MEETING (“CEC”) 
February 27, 2020 

CITY HALL, 9 DALE AVENUE, 1st FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM 
(Approved at meeting of 6/23/21) 

 

Members Present: Linda Brayton, Debra Darby, Linda Stout-Saunders, Candace Wheeler 

Staff: Gregg Cademartori Community Development is unable to attend but did provide a series of 

updates which are addressed below. 

Guests: Marcia Hart, Ellen Lehman, Ed Woll  

Approval of Meeting Minutes: Minutes for November 20, 2019 and January 23, 2020 not available. 
 
Staff and Member Updates and Discussions: 

Ms. Wheeler reported status of MAPC Technical Assistance Grant to support development of a regional 
Cape Ann community electricity aggregation. MAPC is in the process of finalizing the written concept 
and   obtain a sign-off from Salem Mayor Driscoll over the next two weeks. They will also be making a 
presentation to the North Shore Taskforce on March 19.  

A meeting was held on January 28, 2020 in Manchester for interested communities. Good Energy and 
Larry Creighton of Green Energy Consumer Alliance made presentations. It was emphasized that each 
community that wishes to participate in the regional aggregation program mush first obtain its own 
community government and State/DPU approval of their plan. Currently, only Gloucester and Salem 
have approved plans. 

Item 1. Future Act (proposed State legislation for utilities to transition to renewable energy and 
manage gas leaks. Mr. Woll, Ms. Hart and Ms. Leaman provided some details leading up to this 
proposed legislation. In summary, the Future Act allows gas companies to sell Btus of heat, not just 
therms of gas, mandates gas companies to deliver an increasing parentage of their thermal load through 
renewable energy each year and does not allow new fossil fuel infrastructure to be depreciated past 
2050.  

CEC members voted to proceed with a recommendation of support pending final review of the of Mr. 
Woll’s proposed resolution for the City Council to support the Future Act and urge the Legislature to 
pass the bill in the 2019-2020 session, and a more in-depth review of the Future Act. 

 

Item 2. C-PACE. Mass Development has not yet published the final guidelines. 

Item 3. Community Development Update. 

- Staff Planner: putting the job description back out in March since candidates to date did not 
work out. 

- Green Communities: High School lighting project is complete and the EMS project is wrapping 
up the next couple of weeks. Waiting feedback on annual report which was submitted in 
December. Since the program funding opportunities and requirements have changed since the 



last round we are not eligible for this round. Working with DPW to identify future work and align 
some of these proposals with the next funding round. 

- - DEP charging station grant to install an additional station at the High School and currently 
looking at opportunity for one at the O’Maley Middle School. 

Item 4. SolSmart Program: no update 

Item 5. CEC Strategic Plan Assignments: As of 02-27-20 

Gloucester Clean Energy Commission (CEC) 
Strategy and Goals for Fiscal Years 2020 through 2022 

 

Established in 2009, the CEC's work includes municipal achievements measured against Green 
Community goals set forth in the Green Communities Act of 2008; climate change and coastal resilience; 
the transitioning to cleaner energy sources and greater energy efficiency; and increasing awareness of 
viable opportunities. Led by the City Administration, including the departments of Community 
Development, Public Works and Inspectional Services, many of these activities are now fully integrated 
into municipal operations and benefit the community as a whole. (See attached CEC ordinance, Section 
2-543, Duties.) 

 
During the next 3 years, the CEC will augment City efforts by focusing on the following goals: 
 
1) Energy Conservation/ Energy Efficiency 
2) Renewable Energy/Alternatives to Fossil Fuel 
3) Climate Change Resiliency/ Mitigation and Adaptation 
4) Community Outreach and Education 
 
 

 

GOAL 1: Energy Conservation/Energy Efficiency 
Tasks Priority / Projected Date 

Work with city departments--particularly the Department of Public 
Works and Community Development - to expand Gloucester's access to 
and use of Green Communities funds and other grant programs as well 
as legislative opportunities to increase energy efficiency. 
  

High/Ongoing 
 

  

Continue to assist in the MassSave/Gloucester Green challenge to 
encourage homeowners to complete energy audits and adopt energy-
saving strategies and practices. 
    

Medium/Ongoing 
 

  

Participate in planning as needed to ensure that the renovation of the 
Sawyer Free Library meets the highest standards for energy efficiency. 
     

Medium/Ongoing 
 

  
Work to help implement electrical Demand Response conservation 
measures for municipal users at times of peak usage (peak shaving 
program.) 
 

Medium/Ongoing 
 

  



In conjunction with City staff, use performance analytics and data to 
influence the broader community engagement in energy efficiency, 
stimulate new ideas and innovation, and seek innovations that could 
be usefully scaled. 
 

Medium/Ongoing 
 

  

Monitor potential for implementing CPACE (Commercial Property-
Assessed Clean Energy financing) for energy improvements for 
businesses. 
  

Low/Ongoing 
 

  

 

GOAL 2: Renewable Energy/Alternatives to Fossil Fuel. 02-27-20: Darby 
Tasks Priority / Projected Date 

Using resources from the Metropolitan Area Planning Council and the 
SolSmart program, assist the City in developing a solar ordinance to 
encourage generation of electric power by solar energy. 
 

High/FY2020 
 

  

Work with Good Energy LLC to continue to implement and expand 
energy aggregation programs for residential energy users. 
 

High/Ongoing 
 

  
Explore potential for community solar initiatives including assessing the 
impact of the Solar Massachusetts Renewable Target (SMART) 
program's caps on development of community solar, monitoring 
opportunities and conducting public education on solar energy. 
 

Low/ after solar ordinance 
passes 
 

  

Study the use of energy storage devices (batteries and fuel cells) in 
municipal buildings and infrastructure (micro-grids) in light of 
Gloucester's particular vulnerability, including possible isolation, due to 
extreme weather conditions, sea level rise, and other disasters. 
 

High/Ongoing. 
 

   

Explore the feasibility of electrically-powered school buses. 
 

Low/Ongoing 
 

  
 

GOAL 3: Climate Change Resiliency/ Mitigation and Adaptation 
Tasks Priority / Projected Date 

Participate in Municipal Vulnerability Planning (MVP) and other 
Resiliency Planning projects. 
  

Medium/Ongoing 
 

02-27-20: Brayton and 
Darby 

Monitor efforts and current legislation promoting reforestation, 
particularly in the tropics as a method of sequestering atmospheric 
carbon dioxide. 
 

Low/Ongoing 
 

02-27-20: Brayton 

 

GOAL 4: Community Outreach and Education 
Tasks Priority / Projected Date 

Network with City boards, commissions, committees and Medium/ongoing.  



community/economic development corporations, non-profits and other 
organizations as appropriate to encourage energy efficiency and clean 
energy. 
 

 

02-27-20  

Improve the CEC web site to make it more informative for citizens and 
easier to navigate and enhance our social media presence. 
 

Medium/Ongoing 
 

02-27-20  
Review and evaluate legislative and funding opportunities as they arise 
in order to support Goals 1 - 4. 
 

Medium/Ongoing  

02-27-20  
 

  
2019 COMMISSION MEMBERS Candace Wheeler, Chair 

Paul McGeary, Vice Chair 
Linda Brayton 
Debra Darby 
John Moskal 
Linda Stout-Saunders 
 

Items 6 and 7:  will be addressed at the next CEC Meeting 

Next Meeting: March 26, 2020 Ms. Darby indicated that she will be traveling that date. 

Meeting was adjourned at 9pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Linda Stout-Saunders 

 

  


